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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 8429 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, OAU, NI, XF 

SUBJECT: NIGERIA AND MIDDLE EAST 

REFS: LAGOS 8305; LAGOS 8308 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN SUMMARY: FMG PRO-ARAB TILT STABLE PAST FEW DAYS. 

MRS. MEIR HAS REPLIED TO GOWON, BUT NO NIGERIAN REACTIONS 
YET REPORTED. END SUMMARY 

1. THERE HAS BEEN NO FURTHER MOVEMENT DURING PAST FEW 
DAYS IN FMG POSITION VIS-A-VIS ME SITUATION. PRESS AND 
RADION HAVE BEEN PREDOMINANTLY PRO-ARAB, NOTABLY IN NORTH, 
WITH NEW NIGERIAN AND OBSERVER LEADING CALL FOR BREAK IN 
FMG-GOI RELATIONS. SEVERAL OTHER PAPERS HAVE CARRIED MORE 
BALANCED EDITORIALS URGING UNSC ACTION, WHILE AWOLOWO- 
INSPIRED TRIBUNE URGED FMG MAINTAIN RELATIONS WITH GOI 

IN ORDER HAVE POSSIBILITY OF COUNSELING BOTH SIDES IN 
CONFLICT. 
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2. ISREALI AMBASSADOR BEN YAACOV TOLD AMBASSADOR 
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OCTOBER 17 THAT HE WAS HEARTENED BY TRIBUNE EDITORIAL 
AND FEELS HOSTILE PRESS HAVING NO IMMEDIATE INFLUENCE 
ON FMG POLICY. HE RECALLED THAT PRESS WAS UNANIMOUS 

IN URGING RUPTURE IN RELATIONS FOLLOWING EBAN STATEMENT 
ON BIAFRA IN JANUARY 1970 AND SUGGESTED THEIR 
DISCORDANT VOICES UNLIKELY MAKE MUSH IMPACT NOW. 

3. BEN YAACOV IS HOPEFUL THAT FMG TILT CAN ALSO BE 
CHECKED BY RECENT ISRAELI REPLIES TO DEMARCHE 
WHICH GOWON MADE TO HIM OCTOBER 12 (LAGOS 8308 NOTAL). 
ISRAELI FONMIN EBAN MET WITH FMG COMMISSIONER EXSTAFF 
ARIKPO OCTOBER 15 AND AMBASSADOR SUBSEQUENTLY 
DELIVERED LETTER FROM MRS. MEIR TO GOWON. LETTER 
EMPHASIZED VALUE WHICH ISRAELIS PLACE ON NIGERIAN 
COUNSEL AND ROLE WHICH GOI BELIEVES NIGERIA COULD 
PLAY IN ME SITUATION BY CONTINUING PRESENT POLICY OF 
HAVING FOOT IN BOTH CAMPS. BEN YAACOV SAID 
RESPONSE PARTICULARLY TIMELY, AS GOWON PHONED ARIKPO 
IN NEW YORK DURING LATTER'S MEETING WITH EBAN TO 
COMPLAIN OF NON-RESPONSE TO THAT POINT BY 

ISRAELIS TO HIS MESSAGE. 

4. IN WAKE THESE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS, BEN YAACOV FEELS 
THAT ISRAELI POSITION HAS AT LEAST NOT DETERIORATED 
FURTHER IN NIGERIA. HE ADMITTED, HOWEVER, THAT RELATIVE 
STABILIZATION OF BATTLE LINES IS PRESUMABLY PRINCIPAL 
CONTRIBUTING FACTOR, AND ACKNOWLEDGED THAT ISRAELI 
MILITARY SUCCESS COULD STILL TILT NIGERIANS TO POINT OF 
NO RETURN. 

REINHARDT 
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